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CODED BY AAN/JE 


AMEMBASSY SEOSTATE AMEMSASSY AMERICA CONSUL 
KANKOW WASHIIMGTON FELPING SEANGHAI 
49 February 6, 5, ».m, 


Yestercay afternoon Major General Amaya, the new garrison commander, 
gevo a welcoming tee at the Japanose Enbassy for the foreign diplomatic 
representatives in Nen‘ing during the couren of which he made a long 
etatoment outlining hie ovinion on the local situation and in which he 
critized the attitude of the foreigners who had been rending abroad re- 
‘corte of Japnnese atrocities and encourazine the Chinese in their anti- 
Japanese feeling. The gist of the statemont is given below, Because 
of the importence and length of the statement an osportunity wes taken 
of erecking thie morning with my British and German collesguce for pos- 
sible errors or omissione and it io therefore believed that the follow- 
ing summary is substantially accurate. 


The general regretted the prominence which haf been given abroad to 
reports of atrocities committed in Yanking by Japanese troops and in ex- 
tenuation point -d ont the long and strenuous fighting and the unexpect- 
edly strong resistance of the Chinosre, The ravi¢ advance had caured a 
failure of food sunvlies and the e’hausticn of the troons had led to a 
lack of discipline and hence looting and violence. However, he adéed 
that the Japanese tror"s were the best discivlined in the world and that 
in the RUSSO-JAPANZSE WAR and in the Manchurian Incident, which had been 
comparatively mild there had been no atrocities, He hoped Europeans and 
Auericane would refrain from criticism and remain on-lookers and thus 
resvect the great Japanese nation, nde vore vere now being made to 
restore discipline, The Japanesn soldiers were not hortile to Chinese 
citizens but they were angry at the existence of snipers and exies among 
the latter resulting from the anti-Javanese spirit which Chiang Kai-shek 
hed inetilled among the people as ‘ell as among the Chinere soldiers. 


It was stated t> be the desire of the Javanese military to restore 
order and normal con¢citions in Nanking as so .n es »osrible, In Yangchow, 
from which place the general has just comc, relntions between Chinese and 
Japanese were go7d but in Nanking interference by foreigners which en- 
coureged continuance of anti-danenose feeling anonget the local Chinese 
neouletion, had hinder-d o revurn to normal and large numbers of Chinese 
continued to live in the so-called "Safety Zone," He referred parti- 
cularly to resorte and activities of netionals of a "certain country" 
which vere Gameging relaticns between Janrn and thet country. (This 
obviously refere t> the United Stet-e.) The general exoressed dislike 
of the attitude of a judge in a law court taken by the foreigners end 
warned them that their criticisms and interference between Chinese end 
Japanese would. anger the Japanese troops and might lead to some unpleasant 
inci¢ent, He asked to be trueted and ceve assurances that he would do 
his best to restore order and normal life in the city and that foreign 
lives and provertv would be protected. He requested foreign representa- 
tivee to discuss thoir difficwlties with him as far as they concerned 
vrotection of foreign pro erty but to refrain from interference with 
matters which concerned the Chinese. 


After the conclusinn of tho ebitement he asked for -viticien avd 
comments from the foreirmors proveut bus zone of them rorke. When asked 
if it would be wocs ble to have # ccpy of tha romarks Counselor Hitexa 
of the Japanese Sxbessy suavst thas 1t was oot an official statement, 


The stetacent was cbviously direcved mainly against tho Irternetional 
Relicf Comajttee. conrosed moetiy or Jvericene bet with a German cheinman, 
Tris Commiitse has teen feeding 50,00) Chinese refucces ceiiy ard han been 
extremely active in atvemvtiag to prevent aud in capercing fapaness 
Atrocities. In view of this strong cppoy*tiox on che part of the cocal 
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military authorities to the International Committee instructions are 
requested as to how far tia office chould go in assisting the Committee 
in ite humanitarian activities, 


Sent to Exbassy Eankov., Reneated to the Depertment, Peiping and 
Shanghai, Shanghai please repent to Tokyo, 


Allieon 


JNA: ann/ jma 
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